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Jason's Journal 
 

òOur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in  

heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who  
trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever. 
Amen. 

 
Every Sunday, during our time of prayer and prayers of the people 
we always close that time saying together The Lordõs Prayer. I 
donõt know about you, but every time I pray these words on  

Sunday or any other time there is a sense of peace and comfort found.  I remember in 2024 
when my family traveled to Kenya to visit our missionary friends and one of the childrenõs 
homes they lead, I was extremely nervous about the flight and the length of time it would 
take to fly to Kenya.  I remember talking with Todd Philcox about my anxiety of the amount 
of flying and he gave me sound advice that I do now every time I fly in a plane.  Todd said, 
òWhen the plane begins its takeoff, begin saying The Lordõs Prayer and by the time you say 
Amen you will have begun your ascent. I do this every time I fly and it eases my anxiety and  
reminds me to trust in God during the flight.ó  
 
These words from Jesus given to his disciples when they asked Jesus to teach them how to 
pray are more than words and more than a simple prayer, it is a prayer acknowledging the 
holiness and sacredness of God, the One who loves and cares so deeply for all people. This 
prayer reminds us of our dependence upon God for all things. This prayer reminds us of our 
great need for forgiveness and the need for us to forgive others as we have been forgiven. 
This prayer seeks Godõs guidance away from temptation, basically asking God to help us  
discern and be aware of the temptations around us; to look to God, not the temptation, so 
that we may be delivered from evil. While all of these are needed in our lives, a few months 
ago something occurred to me while praying this prayer, the words thy and thine and the  
impact those words have in this prayer. Thy is prayed twice and thine is prayed once, yet 
they are so crucial to how we live our lives as followers of Jesus. I am pointing out the  
obvious, but when we pray thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven, we 
are declaring that Godõs Kingdom is the best and greatest Kingdom. We are declaring that 
ômy kingdomsõ, ômy wayõ, ômy desiresõ, ômy preferencesõ in my life need to be shattered 
down if they are not in line with Godõs Kingdom that is above all kingdoms of this world. Then 
in closing the prayer, just before we say, òAmenó, we say together, for thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. With these words we are recognizing the ultimate 
reign, power, and authority of Godõs Kingdom whose efforts and work will never be thwarted, 
no matter the amount of evil that is found in this world. The empty tomb of Jesus proves that 
Godõs Kingdom cannot be stopped.  
 
At this point you may be thinking, òWell, thatõs great Jason. Thank you so much for telling us 
something that we already know.ó As a theologian once said, òYou can only learn what you 
already know.ó Here is where I am going with this monthõs issue of Jasonõs Journal.  Iõm not 
sure if you have noticed or not, but over the last few months when praying The Lordõs Prayer 
corporately in worship, I have intentionally put an emphasis on the words thy and thine when 
praying the prayer.  St. Mark UMC, would you begin this practice with your pastors? I believe 
in our doing this together, it would be a reminder every time we pray this prayer together of 
our mission and purpose of the church; we are to be about the work of Godõs Kingdom and 
Godõs will being done on this earth, as Godõs Kingdom is present wherever Godõs will is being 
done.  What is Godõs will? Godõs will for all humanity is to love God with all that we are, love 
our neighbors as we love ourselves, do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God.  
 

The next copy of The Witness, the 
churchõs monthly newsletter, will be 
emailed out Thursday, August 27.   
Deadline to submit information to the 
church office for the newsletter is 
Monday, August 17.   

Worship Attendance Year to Date Average 

As of July 26, 2026 

8:45 AM - BPC 80 

8:45 AM - RSC 61 

11:00 AM - BPC 85 

11:15 AM - RSC 89 

8:45 YouTube Stream - BPC 53 

11:15 YouTube Stream - RSC 39 

8:45 Facebook Stream - BPC 236 

11:15 Facebook Stream - RSC 191 

Facebook Stream 287 

10:30 AM - One Church 207 

10:30 YouTube Stream - One 
Church 

170 

10:30 Facebook Stream - One 
Church 

486 

Worship Attendance 719 

Sunday School Attendance 43 

Copies of the August Birthdays list, 
August Anniversaries list, and Upper 
Rooms for July/August are located at 
the narthex/welcome area at each 
campus. 

The Pastors and congregation extend 
Christian sympathy to the following 
members of our church family.  

 
¶ Wilma McCall and her family on the death 
of her daughter, Cindy McCall, on July 
19th. 

¶ Suzy Shaw and her family on the death of 
her mother, Christine Connolly, on July 
29th. IN MEMORIAM 

 

Jesus said, òI am the resurrection and 
the life; he who believes in me, 
though he die, yet shall he live.ó   

John 11:25-26 
 

* Anthony Barrett Gilliam, Jr 
March 6, 1995ñJuly 21, 2026 
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Hello St. Mark Family! 
 

Over the past few weeks, my heart has been heavy, not  
because of politics, but because of how many Christians 
have responded to political events. When Senator Lindsey 
Graham passed away, social media quickly filled with  
comments celebrating his death. I read posts applauding 
that he was gone. I saw people joke that the first responders 
who tried to save him deserved awards for arriving too late. 
It was disturbing. We witnessed much of the same after 
Charlie Kirk's death. Depending on which side of the political 
aisle someone stood, people either mourned or mocked. 
Some celebrated. Others cheered. 
What saddened me most wasn't that I expected the world to 
respond that way. It was seeing people who profess to fol-
low Jesus respond the same way. 

 

I remember when President Trump posted on social media about being glad Robert 
Mueller had died. I couldnõt believe something like that was said. I remember a few 
months ago, I was attending a meeting in Baltimore when news broke that someone 
had fired shots at President Trump. I was sitting at a dinner table when someone 
looked up with excitement and said, loud enough for everyone to hear, "Oh Lord, 
please tell me they got him this time!" There was joy in that person's voice. I quietly 
got up and left the table. I didn't leave because of a political disagreement. I left  
because I couldn't reconcile celebrating the possible death of another human being. 
At that moment, it wasn't about Donald Trump. It was about a person created in the 
image of God. Looking back, I realize that moment wasn't really about politics at all. 
It was about discipleship. Politics had shaped that person's heart to the point that  
another person's possible death became something to celebrate. 
 

Before we shake our heads at that story, maybe we should ask ourselves a harder 
question; has politics done the same thing to us? In fact, I have no doubt that some 
people reading this article became uncomfortable or even mad the moment they saw 
the names Lindsey Graham, Charlie Kirk, or Donald Trump. Some may have already  
decided they disagree with me before reading another sentence. If that's true, then 
perhaps this article has already made its point. We have become so politically divided 
that simply hearing someone's name determines how we respond before we ever stop 
to think about what Christ would have us do. When the name of a politician stirs 
stronger emotions in us than the name of Jesus, something in our hearts has become 
disordered. 
 

Let's be honest. This isn't a Republican problem or a Democrat problem. It is a disciple 
problem. Some Christians have become so consumed by politics that they no longer 
see Democrats or Republicans, they simply see enemies. Somewhere along the way, 
political parties convinced us that the people on the other side are worth hating. But 
Scripture says something entirely different. 
 

Every single person bears the image of God (Genesis 1:27). 
Every single person is someone Jesus loves. Every single person is someone Christ was 
willing to die for. That includes Senator Lindsey Graham. That includes Charlie Kirk. 
That includes Donald Trump. That includes the politician you cannot stand. That  
includes the activist you wish would disappear. That includes your neighbor with the 
yard sign you disagree with every election season. 
 

Article continues on page 4. 

Paige will be on vacation August 10th through 14th.  Note the 
church office hours are different while she in on vacation.   
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Robbyõs article continued from page 3 
 

Jesus never gave us permission to stop loving people because of their politics. 
In fact, He told us exactly the opposite. "Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you" (Matthew 5:44). Those words are not suspended during election years. 
They don't disappear when someone posts something offensive online. They don't 
stop applying because we think someone's policies are harmful. One of the most trou-
bling things I witnessed after Senator Graham's death was hearing pastors begin with, 
"I'm sorry he died," and then immediately spend the next several minutes criticizing 
him. I heard Christians doing the same thing. If our first response to someone's death 
is to remind everyone why we disliked them, then we have lost sight of the Gospel. 
 

Something else has troubled me as well. Whenever a public figure dies, many  
people's first instinct is to become judge, jury, and executioner over that person's 
entire life. We begin listing every mistake they made, every position they held that 
we disagreed with, and every reason we believe they were wrong, as though it is 
somehow our responsibility to render the final verdict on their life. It isn't. That  
responsibility belongs to God alone. We can acknowledge that someone lived an  
imperfect life because every one of us has lived an imperfect life. We can disagree 
with decisions, policies, and beliefs. But there is a profound difference between  
discerning someone's actions and presuming to stand in God's place as judge over 
their soul. 
 

Jesus never called us to celebrate someone's death. He called us to love people. He 
called us to pray for people. He called us to mourn with those who mourn. He called 
us to leave judgment to the One who judges perfectly. So let me ask the question 
again. Am I following Jesus? Or have I begun following a political version of Jesus that 
has been shaped more by cable news, podcasts, social media, and party loyalty than 
by the Gospels? Political parties make terrible saviors. No Republican died for your 
sins. No Democrat conquered the grave. No Independent rose from the dead. Only 
Jesus Christ did. Our primary citizenship is not in Washington. It is in the  
Kingdom of Heaven (Philippians 3:20). 
 

That doesn't mean Christians should ignore politics. We should vote. We should care 
deeply about our communities. We should stand firmly for biblical truth. But our poli-
tics must always be submitted to Jesus, not Jesus submitted to our politics. If our po-
litical convictions cause us to celebrate the death of someone made in God's image, 
politics has already discipled us more than Jesus has. If we are more  
passionate about defending a political party than demonstrating the love of Christ, 
we have misplaced our allegiance. 
 

The Church has an opportunity to be different. In a world that divides people into red 
and blue, conservatives and liberals, winners and losers, may we remember that be-
fore anyone belongs to a political party, they are a person created in the image of 
God. May people know us not because we loved our party the most, but because we 
loved like Jesus the most. At the end of the day, the question isn't whether we are 
Republicans or Democrats. The question is whether we are disciples. Because only 
one King is worthy of our complete allegiance. And His name is Jesus Christ. 
 

I hope you have an amazing August and I look forward to seeing YOU at CHURCH! 
BRING A FRIEND! 
 

Robby 
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AUGUST PREACHING SCHEDULE AND SCRIPTURE 
 
August 2 ð Genesis 32:22-31 
- Rev. Jason Wilson at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
- Rev. Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 
 
August 9 - Genesis 37:1-4,12-38 
- Rev. Jason Wilson at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
- Rev. Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 
 

August 16 - Genesis 45:1-15 
- Rev. Jason Wilson at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
- Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 
 

August 23 ð Exodus 1:8-2:10 
- Rev. Jason Wilson at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
- Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 
 
August 30 ð Exodus 3:1-15 
- Rev. Jason Wilson at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
- Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 
 
 

If you can sew, volunteer to help make 
the quilts.  If you canõt sew, donations 
are always needed.  If you hear of  
someone who might need a quilt, please 
make sure they want it, and then contact 
Kay Gregory at 864-554-4740 or Patricia 
Rickenbaker at 864-980-4293 or email  
Stmarkprayerquilts@gmail.com. As of 
June 14th, St. Mark has given out 232 
prayer quilts since this ministry started. 

Blessing Box items needed: 
Canned tuna, chicken, or salmon, 
Peanut butter and jelly, Meals in a 
can (chunky soups, stew, chili), 
Canned fruits in its own juice or  
water, Canned food with pop-top lids, 
Dried beans (pinto, blackeyed,  
kidney, lima, etc), Pasta (including 
whole grain), Rice (brown, white,  
yellow), Low-sugar whole grain  
cereals, Grits and Oatmeal (bag or 
box), Powder or shelf-stable milk  
Bottled water and fruit drinks, 

Healthy snacks (granola bars, nuts, dried fruit), laundry detergent, and toiletries. 
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 Prayers of the Church 

 

Prayer requests will remain on this list for three weeks unless we are notified differently.  

RESIDENTIAL LIVING 
 

Ansley Glen 
(1408 Parkway, Greenwood, SC) 
Faye Adams 
 

Emerald Gardens 
201 Overland Drive,  
Greenwood, SC) 
W.O. and Sandra Scott 
 

Wesley Commons 
(1110 Marshall Road,  
Greenwood, SC) 
Ruth Clark 
Dodie Conley 
George and Betty Crane 
Skip Heintzelman 
Betty Moss McGuirt 
Gene Zittrouer 
 

Shut-In/Homebound 
Mary Ellen Anderson 
(864.223.5275) 
1830 Alexander Road W 
Greenwood, SC  29649 
 

Tom and Beth Dowtin 
122 Hemlock Ct 
Greenwood, SC  29649 
 

Mary Anna Evans 
5800 Old Providence Road 
Apt 4310 
Charlotte, NC  28226 
 

Evelyn Fennell 
308 Marietta Drive 
Greenwood, SC  29646 
 

Evelyn Fooshe 
1062 West Mills St. 
Apt. 118 
Columbus, NC  28722 
 

Charlie Helms (704.535.7848) 
c/o Teena Williams 
4600 Crofton Ct. 
Charlotte, NC  28205 
 

Miriam Laswell 
122 Leslie Drive 
Greenwood, SC  29649 
 

Bob and Jean Lax 
801 Musgrove St 
Unit 84 
Clinton, SC  29325 
 

Julie McCaffrey 
101 Wendover Road 
Greenwood, SC  29649 
 

Shut-In/Homebound Contõd 
Wilma McCall 
106 Cessna Avenue 
Greenwood, SC  29646 
 

MEMBERS AND REGULAR  
ATTENDEES 
The Family of Barrett Gilliam 
Emma Elgan 
Rhonda Goodman 
Dodie Conley 
Betty Moss McGuirt 
 

MEMBERSõ FAMILY 
Daughter 
Rebecca Southern 
Penny Sobonya 
Jeff Sobonya 
Anna Mills Cox and Family 
Angel Shoemaker 
Chris Littlefield 
Whitney Stennett 
 

MEMBERSõ FRIENDS 
Kevin and Natalie Richards 
Nathan and Gail Varner 
Friend with Cancer 
Bernie Edmunds 
The Family of Jack Owens 
Janie DeVore 
Peter Danciu 
Fred and Jess Ondiek 
Timmy Lawrence 
Kyrsten Spurrier 
John-Mark Scruggs 
Dee Dee Setzler 
Rebecca Hall 
Valerie Hazlett 
 

MILITARY 
Sgt. Jack Boyd - Army 
Sean Cornelsen - Army National 
Guard 
Christian Furman - Army 
Audrey Garver - Army 
Ethan Garver - Army 
Randall Geddings 
Joshua Goff - Marines 
Kos Kerhoulas - Navy 
Mackenzie Latham - Air Force 
Braeden McDonald - Army 
Will Peeler - Army National Guard 
Banner Peksa - Army 
 

COLLEGE STUDENTS 
Anderson University: 
Luke Godwin and Eric Philcox 

COLLEGE STUDENTS Contõd 
Citadel: 
Olivia Murray and Owen  
Whittington 
 

Clemson: 
Adam Prince, Bentley Setzler, 
Brady Wilson, Caroline Addis, 
Charlee Layland, Chloe Ison, 
Dawson Hudson, Ellie  
Whittington, Emma Arnold, 
Jackson Hamm, Jake Moore, 
Josh Godwin, Julia Creswell, 
Lexi Layland, Liam Tompkins, 
Lily Lambert, Liza Justesen, 
Mary Peden Light, Matthew  
Dalton, and Thomas Goff 
 

Erskine College:  
Hampton Ashley 
 

Guilford College:  
Jillian Mapes 
 

Hunter College: 
Kynslea Philcox 
 

Kenneth Shuler: 
Rylee McManus 
 

Lander: 
Evan Lawrence, Kylie Camp, 
Meghan Philcox, and Rhianna 
Philcox 
 

MUSC Charleston: 
Wyatt Prince 
 

Mississippi State University: 
Walker Self 
 

Piedmont Technical College: 
McCutchen Geoly and Savannah 
Mallon 
 

Presbyterian College: 
Beatty Murray and Noah Perrin 
 

Southern Wesley University: 
Cameron Addis 
 

University of Georgia: 
Haley McLaughlin and Kathryn 
Goff 
 

University of South Carolina: 
Caroline Bell and Grace Lollis,  
 

University of Tennessee 
Trevor Brewington 
 

Wofford College 
Hannah Crooks 


