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Jason's Journal 
 

“For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to 
you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was  

betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body that is for 
you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way he 
took the cup also, after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of me.’ For as often as you eat this 
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death 

until he comes.”  
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

 
 

 

For as long as I can remember, I have always enjoyed receiving the sacrament of Holy 
Communion.  Even when I was not a follower of Jesus, there was always something 
special about receiving the bread and dipping it into the cup. In retrospect, I believe 
that while I was not a follower of Jesus and receiving Holy Communion, participating 
in the sacrament was an example of God’s grace drawing me closer to being in  
relationship with God. As I have already mentioned, Holy Communion is a sacrament; a 
sacrament is an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace. Holy  
Communion was instituted by Jesus. The sacrament itself is a genuine celebration that 
involves the solemn, thankful remembrance of Christ’s death and of the new covenant 
Jesus initiated. In addition, Holy Communion proclaims the Lord’s death for all people 
and the anticipation of his second coming.  
 
I remember when I was younger, prior to becoming United Methodist, I heard  
preachers say that children could not come to the table because they were too young 
to understand. As I think back on that teaching, I now believe that if we waited until 
we understood what happens at Christ’s table when we come to it, then none of us 
would ever accept Christ’s invitation. While denominations differ on the  
understanding of what happens at Christ’s table, John Wesley founder of the  
Methodist movement, taught that while none of us can fully understand what happens 
we believe Christ is really present at His table and it is all a holy mystery.  
 
I share all of this with us this month because Sunday, October 4th is World Communion 
Sunday. Each year in the liturgical calendar the first Sunday of October is World  
Communion Sunday. To me, this is a beautiful image to reflect upon, that on October 
4th, 2026 as we at St. Mark UMC celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion, and so 
will millions of others around the world be celebrating Christ saving work for all  
people. As this new month begins and we prepare to celebrate again the sacrament of 
Holy Communion, I pray that we receive and experience the grace of Jesus that  
renews, refreshes, and frees us for joyful obedience in our lives so that we may pro-
claim Jesus to all the world.  

The next copy of The Witness, the 
church’s monthly newsletter, will be 
emailed out Thursday, October 29.   
Deadline to submit information to the 
church office for the newsletter is 
Monday, October 19.   

Worship Attendance Year to Date Average 

As of September 20, 2026 

8:45 AM - BPC 81 

8:45 AM - RSC 60 

11:00 AM - BPC 86 

11:15 AM - RSC 89 

8:45 YouTube Stream - BPC 52 

11:15 YouTube Stream - RSC 38 

8:45 Facebook Stream - BPC 174 

11:15 Facebook Stream - RSC 221 

Facebook Stream 287 

10:30 AM - One Church 228 

10:30 YouTube Stream - One 
Church 

64 

10:30 Facebook Stream - One 
Church 

236 

Worship Attendance 734 

Sunday School Attendance 41 

Copies of the October Birthdays list, 
October Anniversaries list, and Up-
per Rooms for September/October 
are located at the narthex/welcome 
area at each campus. 

KREW and EPIC Attendance School Year 
Average 

As of September 20, 2026 

KREW 54 

EPIC 93 

HSX  
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Hello St. Mark Family! 
 

Recently, Jack and I went to a Gamecock football game, and  
before the game we made our way over to watch Gamecock 
Walk. If you have never experienced it, the players and coaches 
walk from the practice facility to the stadium while fans line both 
sides of the walkway cheering them on. It is one of those great 
college football traditions. You might get a high five from a  
player or coach as they pass, but for the most part, they are fo-
cused. They have a game to play, and for them, this is a business 
trip. We got there early that day and found a spot along the 
walkway. While we were waiting, a lady walked up beside us and 
told us that we were standing near her normal spot. She laughed 
and said, “I hope you don’t mind if I get loud and scream!” Then 
she told me that her name was Anita and that she worked at the 
university and cooked for the football team. I told her how cool I 
thought that was, and we kept talking as we waited for the team 
to arrive. 

 

Eventually, we heard the cheers getting louder. The team was coming. What happened next 
caught me completely by surprise. Almost every player and coach who came down that  
walkway stopped when they got to Anita. They hugged her. They smiled. They spoke to her. 
Some of them went out of their way just to make sure they got to her. Remember, these 
guys were on their way to play a football game. They were focused. They had somewhere to 
be. But they weren't too focused or too busy to stop for Anita. Standing there watching it 
happen, I realized something. Anita must make these young men feel incredibly special every 
single day. I don’t know everything Anita does for them. I don’t know all the conversations 
she has with them or all the ways she encourages them. But I didn’t have to know. I could 
see the evidence walking right past me. Whatever she had poured into them throughout the 
week was coming back in hugs, smiles, and moments of appreciation. 
 

It made me think about a question that all of us should probably ask ourselves from time to 
time; how do people feel after they have been around me? Paul writes in Ephesians 4:32, “Be 
kind and compassionate. Graciously forgive one another just as God has forgiven you 
through the Anointed, our Liberating King.” Kindness sounds simple, but it can be incredibly 
powerful. A kind word can change someone's day. A moment of encouragement can remind 
someone that they matter. Taking the time to listen can tell someone they are worth our 
time. A smile, a hug, a phone call, or simply remembering someone's name can leave an  
impact far beyond what we ever realize. 
 

Jesus consistently showed us this kind of life. He noticed people others walked past. He 
stopped for people when everyone else wanted Him to keep moving. He spoke to people  
others ignored. He touched people others avoided. Again and again, Jesus demonstrated that 
loving people begins with seeing people. We live in a world where it is incredibly easy to 
choose something other than kindness. We can be quick with our words, impatient with one 
another, and so busy getting to the next thing that we forget about the person standing right 
in front of us. But as followers of Jesus, we are called to something different.  
 

Colossians 3:12 tells us to “clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,  
gentleness, and patience.” So maybe this month we can all be a little more like Anita. 
Choose kindness in our words. Choose kindness in our actions. Choose kindness in the way we 
care for people. Choose to notice people, encourage people, and remind them that they 
matter. Because we may never fully know the impact we have on another person's life. Then 
again, every once in a while, we might get the privilege of standing along a walkway and 
watching the evidence come walking toward us. 
 

I hope you have an amazing month and I look forward to seeing YOU at CHURCH! BRING A 
FRIEND! 
 

Robby 
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OCTOBER PREACHING SCHEDULE AND SCRIPTURE 
 

This month, Robby and I are looking forward to our sermon series, The Living Church. We 
will journey together through some stories from the book of Acts, which tells us some of the 
stories when the church began over 2000 years ago. Please take note that Sunday,  
October 18th is Children’s Sabbath and on that Sunday we will have two services only so that 
both Robby and I may participate at both campuses for Children’s Sabbath. October 18th we 
will have our traditional service at 8:45AM only at the Bypass Campus, and then our contem-
porary service at 11:15AM only at the Rivers Street Campus. We look forward to seeing you 
all this month. Invite someone to join you in worship.  
 
October 4 – World Communion Sunday - Acts 4:5-12 
 Rev. Jason Wilson at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
 Rev. Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 
 

October 11 - Acts 8:14-25 
 Rev. Jason Wilson at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
 Rev. Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 
 
October 18 - Children’s Sabbath - Acts 10:34-43 
 Rev. Jason Wilson and Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM. 
 Rev. Jason Wilson and Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus 11:15 AM. 
 

October 25 – Acts 10:44-48 
 Rev. Jason Wilson at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
 Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 
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 If you can sew, volunteer to help make 
the quilts.  If you can’t sew, donations 
are always needed.  If you hear of  
someone who might need a quilt, please 
make sure they want it, and then contact 
Kay Gregory at 864-554-4740 or Patricia 
Rickenbaker at 864-980-4293 or email  
Stmarkprayerquilts@gmail.com. As of  
August 23, St. Mark has given out 247 
prayer quilts since this ministry started. 

Blessing Box items needed: 
Canned tuna, chicken, or salmon, 
Peanut butter and jelly, Meals in a 
can (chunky soups, stew, chili), 
Canned fruits in its own juice or  
water, Canned food with pop-top lids, 
Dried beans (pinto, blackeyed,  
kidney, lima, etc), Pasta (including 
whole grain), Rice (brown, white,  
yellow), Low-sugar whole grain  
cereals, Grits and Oatmeal (bag or 
box), Powder or shelf-stable milk  
Bottled water and fruit drinks, 

Healthy snacks (granola bars, nuts, dried fruit), laundry detergent, and toiletries. 
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 Prayers of the Church 

 

Prayer requests will remain on this list for three weeks unless we are notified differently.  

RESIDENTIAL LIVING 
 

Ansley Glen 
(1408 Parkway, Greenwood, SC) 
Faye Adams 
 

Emerald Gardens 
201 Overland Drive,  
Greenwood, SC) 
W.O. and Sandra Scott 
 

Wesley Commons 
(1110 Marshall Road,  
Greenwood, SC) 
Ruth Clark 
Dodie Conley 
George and Betty Crane 
Skip Heintzelman 
Betty Moss McGuirt 
Gene Zittrouer 
 

Shut-In/Homebound 
Mary Ellen Anderson 
(864.223.5275) 
1830 Alexander Road W 
Greenwood, SC  29649 
 

Tom and Beth Dowtin 
122 Hemlock Ct 
Greenwood, SC  29649 
 

Mary Anna Evans 
5800 Old Providence Road 
Apt 4310 
Charlotte, NC  28226 
 

Evelyn Fennell 
308 Marietta Drive 
Greenwood, SC  29646 
 

Evelyn Fooshe 
1062 West Mills St. 
Apt. 118 
Columbus, NC  28722 
 

Charlie Helms (704.535.7848) 
c/o Teena Williams 
4600 Crofton Ct. 
Charlotte, NC  28205 
 

Miriam Laswell 
122 Leslie Drive 
Greenwood, SC  29649 
 

Bob and Jean Lax 
801 Musgrove St 
Unit 84 
Clinton, SC  29325 
 

Julie McCaffrey 
101 Wendover Road 
Greenwood, SC  29649 
 

Shut-In/Homebound Cont’d 
Wilma McCall 
106 Cessna Avenue 
Greenwood, SC  29646 
 

MEMBERS AND REGULAR  
ATTENDEES 
Leslie Farren and Family 
Connie Cook 
MacKenzie Cook 
John Boerger 
Ted Long 
Dodie Conley 
Betty Moss McGuirt 
 

MEMBERS’ FAMILY 
Jim Herlong 
Jeff Sobonya 
The Family of Phil Lucas 
Daughter 
Craig Clark 
Karen Bell 
Tom Brewer 
Chris Littlefield 
Whitney Stennett 
 

MEMBERS’ FRIENDS 
Robert Dean 
Babbs Willis 
Janice DeVore 
Tracy Amico 
Bernie Edmunds 
Friend with Cancer 
Family of Lonnie Rogers 
Ted Green 
Kyrsten Spurrier 
John-Mark Scruggs 
Dee Dee Setzler 
Rebecca Hall 
Valerie Hazlett 
 

MILITARY 
Sgt. Jack Boyd - Army 
Cory Cheshire - Army National 
Guard 
Sean Cornelsen - Army National 
Guard 
Christian Furman - Army 
Audrey Garver - Army 
Ethan Garver - Army 
Randall Geddings 
Joshua Goff - Marines 
Kos Kerhoulas - Navy 
Mackenzie Latham - Air Force 
Braeden McDonald - Army 
Matthew Owen - Army National 
Guard 
Will Peeler - Army National Guard 
Banner Peksa - Army 

COLLEGE STUDENTS 
Anderson University: 
Luke Godwin and Eric Philcox 
 

Citadel: 
Olivia Murray and Owen  
Whittington 
 

Clemson: 
Adam Prince, Bentley Setzler, 
Brady Wilson, Caroline Addis, 
Charlee Layland, Chloe Ison, 
Dawson Hudson, Ellie  
Whittington, Emma Arnold, 
Jackson Hamm, Jake Moore, 
Josh Godwin, Julia Creswell, 
Lexi Layland, Liam Tompkins, 
Lily Lambert, Liza Justesen, 
Mary Peden Light, Matthew  
Dalton, and Thomas Goff 
 

Erskine College:  
Hampton Ashley 
 

Guilford College:  
Jillian Mapes 
 

Hunter College 
Kynslea Philcox 
 

Kenneth Shuler: 
Rylee McManus 
 

Lander: 
Evan Lawrence, Kylie Camp, 
Meghan Philcox, and Rhianna  
Philcox 
 

MUSC Charleston: 
Wyatt Prince 
 

Mississippi State University: 
Walker Self 
 

Piedmont Technical College: 
McCutchen Geoly and Savannah 
Mallon 
 

Presbyterian College: 
Beatty Murray and Noah Perrin 
 

Southern Wesleyan University: 
Cameron Addis 
 

University of Georgia: 
Haley McLaughlin and Kathryn 
Goff 
 

University of South Carolina: 
Caroline Bell and Grace Lollis,  
 

University of Tennessee 
Trevor Brewington 
 

Wofford College 
Hannah Crooks 
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St. Mark gratefully acknowledges the following gifts: 
 

 To The General Fund in loving honor of Jeanette Vaughn by The Wesley  
Sunday School Class. 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Worship Services are: 
Bypass Campus:8:45 am & 11:00 
am 
Rivers Street Campus: 8:45 am 
& 11:15 am 
Sunday School 10:00 am 

 
 

 
 

 
 

1 
Kairos - Leath staying at RSC 
5:30 Al-Anon Meeting 
5:30 West Side AA 

2 
Kairos - Leath staying at RSC 
Founders Hall in use all day 

3 
Founders Hall is in use 

4 
6:00 Greenwood Hope and  
Healing AFG Al-Anon Meeting 

5 
5:30 West Side AA 

6 
7:00 Men’s Bible Study 
6:00 Teen Journey 
6:00 Women on My Journey AA 

7 
6:30 Men’s Bible Study 
5:30 Jump Rope Team  
practice in WGH 
6:30 Band Rehearsal 
6:30 Chancel Choir Practice 

8 
9:30 Founders Hall in use 
5:30 Al-Anon Meeting 
5:30 West Side AA 

9 
 

10 
8:00 Wayne Goff Hall and 
kitchen in use 

11 
4:30 KREW 
6:00 Greenwood Hope and  
Healing AFG Al-Anon Meeting 
6:15 EPIC 
8:00 HSX 

12 
5:30 West Side AA 

13 
7:00 Men’s Bible Study 
6:00 Teen Journey 
6:00 Women on My Journey AA 
6:30 Imani Milele Children’s 
Choir Concert at RSC 

14 
6:30 Men’s Bible Study 
4:00 Pumpkin unloading 
5:30 Jump Rope Team  
practice in WGH 
6:30 Band Rehearsal 
6:30 Chancel Choir Practice 

15 
5:30 Al-Anon Meeting 
5:30 Girl Scouts using  
Founders Hall 
5:30 West Side AA 

16 
 

17 
 

18 Children’s  
Sabbath 
1:45 Lay Servant Class 
4:30 KREW at BPC 
6:00 Greenwood Hope and  
Healing AFG Al-Anon Meeting 
6:15 EPIC at BPC 
8:00 HSX at BPC 

19 
Information is due for church 
newsletter 
5:30 West Side AA 

20 
7:00 Men’s Bible Study 
6:00 Teen Journey 
6:00 Women on My Journey AA 

21 
6:30 Men’s Bible Study 
5:30 Jump Rope Team  
practice in WGH 
6:30 Band Rehearsal 
6:30 Chancel Choir Practice 

22 
5:30 Al-Anon Meeting 
5:30 West Side AA 

23 
 

24 
9:00 Shred Event in BPC  
Parking lot 

25 
12:45 SPRC Meeting 
1:45 Lay Servant Class 
4:00 Fall Fest 
6:00 Greenwood Hope and  
Healing AFG Al-Anon Meeting 
6:15 EPIC 

26 
5:30 West Side AA 

27 
7:00 Men’s Bible Study 
6:00 Teen Journey 
6:00 Women on My Journey AA 

28 
6:30 Men’s Bible Study 
5:30 Jump Rope Team  
practice in WGH 
6:30 Band Rehearsal 
6:30 Chancel Choir Practice 

29 
5:30 Al-Anon Meeting 
5:30 West Side AA 
 

30 
6:30 Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
 

31 
 


