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Jason's Journal 
 

“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those 
who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be 
one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be 

in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  
John 17:20-21 

 
A little less than 20 years ago Reverend Barrett Alewine and the 
leadership of St. Mark United Methodist Church gave to me, your  
associate pastor at the time, the instruction and the opportunity to 
try to begin a contemporary worship service. I remember that day 
like yesterday; needless to say I was afraid of the daunting task. We 
began the service with roughly 40 people in the small building  
behind the Bypass Campus, what we now refer to as The Gathering 
Place, but was then known as The Scout Hut as it was used to host 
Boy Scout troop gatherings. In the planning stages, implementation, 
and beginning of the service not everyone was in agreement of  

beginning a third service; yet we were unified in the purpose of why to begin the new service – to 
offer an alternate style of worship to hopefully reach more people with the good news of Jesus.  
 
Within a year, by God’s grace, the service had out grown the small building and we began  
searching for ways to continue the growing service in other locations. The Rivers Street property 
became available for purchase and the people of St. Mark United Methodist Church rallied to 
begin the hard work of cleaning and preparing that space to become what it is today. While there 
were some who did not agree with the purchase, wondering how we would pay for it or why  
purchase it in the first place or the fear that it would divide the church, there was a call to be 
unified in purpose and committed to another way to share the good news of Jesus to all people. 
In addition, as for the concern of division in the church, a church is only divided when a mindset 
of division is present.  
 
Fast forward 14 to 15 years later and the young man that St. Mark United Methodist Church 
trained to be a pastor returned home as their senior pastor.  I remember meeting with the SPRC 
for the introductory visit and one of the items shared with Amber and me that evening over  
dinner and conversation was the need for St. Mark to be unified. I remember after officially being 
appointed to St. Mark having listening sessions with Sunday school classes and small groups and 
hearing again the need for unity in the church. Most recently, some of the feedback given to our 
Forward Focus team indicated a need for unity between the two campuses and four worship  
services. The feedback sounded much like an ‘us versus them’ mentality. St. Mark, as one of your 
pastors, I say this with much love in my heart for you and great appreciation for each of you; if 
there is an ‘us versus them’  mentality in any of us, I can assure you that it is not of God the  
Father, the Son, or the Holy Spirit.  
 
The above passage of Scripture from John’s Gospel chapter 17 is Jesus’ last prayer recorded in 
John’s Gospel. While we do not call this prayer The Lord’s Prayer, this is truly the prayer of our 
Lord. In John 17:20-21 Jesus is praying specifically for all who will come to believe in him through 
the witness of Jesus’ original disciples. To put it plainly, Jesus was praying for you and for me the 
night Jesus was betrayed, arrested, and put on trial. The night before Jesus was arrested, Jesus 
was praying for us.  What did Jesus pray for? Jesus prayed for us to be unified or to be one so that 
the world may believe in Jesus. 
 
I share all of this with you out of a deep love and care for you.  While we may not always agree, 
and that is okay, we are called to be unified in our purpose and mission; we are to make disciples 
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  By God’s grace we are called to love boldly, 
serve joyfully, and lead courageously in the world around us. When the pastors, staff, and church 
leadership talk about St. Mark United Methodist Church as One Church with two campuses, while 
we may be in two different worship spaces with different styles of worship we have the common 
goal for the common good, to share the life transforming message of Jesus. St. Mark United  
Methodist Church is One Church with one mission. We are One Church with one budget for the 
same mission. We are One Church, all gifted by the Holy Spirit for the common good of showing 
and sharing Jesus to all people. I pray we cling to and intently strive to be one so that the world 
may believe in Jesus.  
 

The next copy of The Witness, the 
church’s monthly newsletter, will be 
emailed out Thursday, September 24.   
Deadline to submit information to the 
church office for the newsletter is 
Monday, September 14.   

Worship Attendance Year to Date Average 

As of August 23, 2026 

8:45 AM - BPC 80 

8:45 AM - RSC 61 

11:00 AM - BPC 86 

11:15 AM - RSC 89 

8:45 YouTube Stream - BPC 51 

11:15 YouTube Stream - RSC 38 

8:45 Facebook Stream - BPC 183 

11:15 Facebook Stream - RSC 200 

Facebook Stream 287 

10:30 AM - One Church 229 

10:30 YouTube Stream - One 
Church 

64 

10:30 Facebook Stream - One 
Church 

236 

Worship Attendance 716 

Sunday School Attendance 44 

Copies of the September Birthdays 
list, September Anniversaries list, 
and Upper Rooms for September/
October are located at the narthex/
welcome area at each campus. 

WELCOME LITTLE UNITED METHODIST 
 

 Congratulations to Austin and Rachel Robinson on the  
birth of their daughter, Phoebe Elledge Robinson, on 
August 13. Proud grandparents are Dan and Lisa  
Crawford. Proud uncle and aunt are Will and Hannah 
Balentine. 

 
 Congratulations to Seth and Kenzie Walden on the birth of their son, 

Bennett Parker Walden, on August 17. Proud big sister is Sawyer Walden. 
Proud grandparents are Christian Walden, Wayne and Lisa Parker, and 
April Elgin. Proud great-grandparent is Rev. MJ Shoemaker.  Proud uncle 
and aunt are Kenny and Paige Walden.   
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Hello St. Mark Family! 
 

We say it often at St. Mark, “One Church.” But what exactly 
does that mean? St. Mark is a little unusual. We are one 
church with two campuses and four worship services. We 
worship in different places, at different times, and in  
different ways. Because of that, I have been thinking a lot 
lately about what it really means for us to call ourselves 
“One Church.” 
 
Does being one church mean we have to do everything  
together? Does everything have to look the same at both 
campuses? Does every ministry have to happen in both  
places? 
 
I don’t think it does. 

 
I think being “One Church” is less about uniformity and more about shared identity. 
The comparison that came to my mind comes from my background in the hospitality 
industry. Think about Marriott. You can walk into Marriott properties in different  
cities and immediately recognize that they are part of the same organization. They 
share a common identity, standards, mission, vision, leadership structure, resources, 
and expectations. But no one expects a Marriott in downtown Atlanta to operate  
exactly like a resort property in Florida. The people are different. The communities 
are different. The buildings are different. The needs are different. The opportunities 
are different. Yet they are unmistakably part of the same organization. 
 
Obviously, the church is much more than a hotel company, but I think the principle 
can help us understand something important about St. Mark. We have one mission. We 
have one vision. We have one church leadership structure. We share resources. We 
share ministries. We share staff. We share a name and an identity. Most importantly, 
we share the same calling to make disciples of Jesus Christ. We are not two separate 
churches that happen to have the same name. We are one St. Mark family. 
 
But being one family doesn’t mean everything has to look exactly the same. Our  
campuses serve different communities and have developed different personalities. 
The people God has placed around each campus are different. The opportunities for 
ministry can be different. Even the ways we worship are different. Rather than seeing 
those differences as something that threatens our unity, maybe we can begin to see 
them as one of our greatest strengths. 
 
Each campus can ask the same question: “How can St. Mark best fulfill our mission 
here?” Sometimes the answer will be the same at both campuses. Sometimes it won’t. 
But whatever we do should always flow from who we are together as St. Mark. There 
should absolutely be things we do together. We need opportunities to worship  
together (One Church Services), serve together (Community Care Dare, etc.),  
celebrate together, fellowship together, and remember that the people worshiping at 
the other campus are part of our church family. Those moments matter. They remind 
us that our church is bigger than the service we attend on Sunday morning. 
 
Article continues on page 4. 
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Robby’s article continued from page 3 
 

I think the same principle can apply to Jason and I, as your pastors. We have one  
pastoral team serving one St. Mark, but that doesn’t necessarily mean both of us 
have to be in every place. There is tremendous value in having a consistent pastoral 
presence at each campus. Relationships are built through presence. Pastors get to 
know the people they worship with, understand the unique needs of that  
congregation and community, walk alongside families through life, and help develop 
leaders. That doesn’t divide our pastoral team or our church. It allows us as your  
pastors to shepherd one church effectively in two locations, while continuing to work 
together as one pastoral team responsible for the ministry of all of St. Mark. That 
doesn’t change that Jason is the Senior Pastor and that I am the Associate Pastor. 
What it does it allows us to better care for the congregation of St. Mark.  
 
But our oneness isn’t measured by how often we are physically in the same room. 
Neither is it measured by whether the calendars at our two campuses look exactly 
alike. Maybe a good way to think about it is this: Together where unity matters.  
Local where context matters. One mission. One vision. One family. Two places where 
God has given us the opportunity to share the Gospel, love our neighbors, serve our 
communities, and make disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
So perhaps the question we should ask isn't, “Are both campuses doing the same 
thing?” Maybe the better question is, “Are both campuses moving toward the same 
mission?” Because at the end of the day, whether you worship at RSC or Bypass, 
whether your service is contemporary or traditional, whether you have been here for 
decades or walked through our doors for the first time last Sunday, you are part of 
St. Mark. 
 
One family. 
One mission. 
One Church. 
 
I hope to see YOU at CHURCH! BRING A FRIEND! 
 
Robby 
 

St. Mark gratefully acknowledges the following gifts: 
 

 To General Fund in loving honor of Grant and Caroline Alexander’s  
Wedding given anonymously. 

 
 To The General Fund in loving honor of Jeanette Vaughn by The Charles  

Poore Sunday School Class. 
 
 To The General Fund in loving memory of Barrett Gilliam by The Charles  

Poore Sunday School Class. 
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SEPTEMBER PREACHING SCHEDULE AND SCRIPTURE 
 
September 6 – Matthew 18:21-35 
 Rev. Jason Wilson at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
 Rev. Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 
 
September 13 - Matthew 28:21-35 
 Rev. Jason Wilson at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
 Rev. Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 
 

September 20 - Matthew 20:1-16 
 Rev. Jason Wilson at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
 Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 
 

September 27 – Matthew21:23-32 
 Rev. Jason Wilson at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
 Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 
 

If you can sew, volunteer to help make 
the quilts.  If you can’t sew, donations 
are always needed.  If you hear of  
someone who might need a quilt, please 
make sure they want it, and then contact 
Kay Gregory at 864-554-4740 or Patricia 
Rickenbaker at 864-980-4293 or email  
Stmarkprayerquilts@gmail.com. As of  
August 23, St. Mark has given out 247 
prayer quilts since this ministry started. 

Blessing Box items needed: 
Canned tuna, chicken, or salmon, 
Peanut butter and jelly, Meals in a 
can (chunky soups, stew, chili), 
Canned fruits in its own juice or  
water, Canned food with pop-top lids, 
Dried beans (pinto, blackeyed,  
kidney, lima, etc), Pasta (including 
whole grain), Rice (brown, white,  
yellow), Low-sugar whole grain  
cereals, Grits and Oatmeal (bag or 
box), Powder or shelf-stable milk  
Bottled water and fruit drinks, 

Healthy snacks (granola bars, nuts, dried fruit), laundry detergent, and toiletries. 



August 27, 2026    The Witness           page 6 August 27, 2026    The Witness         page 11 

 
 Prayers of the Church 

 

Prayer requests will remain on this list for three weeks unless we are notified differently.  

RESIDENTIAL LIVING 
 

Ansley Glen 
(1408 Parkway, Greenwood, SC) 
Faye Adams 
 

Emerald Gardens 
201 Overland Drive,  
Greenwood, SC) 
W.O. and Sandra Scott 
 

Wesley Commons 
(1110 Marshall Road,  
Greenwood, SC) 
Ruth Clark 
Dodie Conley 
George and Betty Crane 
Skip Heintzelman 
Betty Moss McGuirt 
Gene Zittrouer 
 

Shut-In/Homebound 
Mary Ellen Anderson 
(864.223.5275) 
1830 Alexander Road W 
Greenwood, SC  29649 
 

Tom and Beth Dowtin 
122 Hemlock Ct 
Greenwood, SC  29649 
 

Mary Anna Evans 
5800 Old Providence Road 
Apt 4310 
Charlotte, NC  28226 
 

Evelyn Fennell 
308 Marietta Drive 
Greenwood, SC  29646 
 

Evelyn Fooshe 
1062 West Mills St. 
Apt. 118 
Columbus, NC  28722 
 

Charlie Helms (704.535.7848) 
c/o Teena Williams 
4600 Crofton Ct. 
Charlotte, NC  28205 
 

Miriam Laswell 
122 Leslie Drive 
Greenwood, SC  29649 
 

Bob and Jean Lax 
801 Musgrove St 
Unit 84 
Clinton, SC  29325 
 

Julie McCaffrey 
101 Wendover Road 
Greenwood, SC  29649 
 

Shut-In/Homebound Cont’d 
Wilma McCall 
106 Cessna Avenue 
Greenwood, SC  29646 
 

MEMBERS AND REGULAR  
ATTENDEES 
Chuck Sexton 
Emma Elgan 
The Family of Barrett Gilliam 
Rhonda Goodman 
Dodie Conley 
Betty Moss McGuirt 
 

MEMBERS’ FAMILY 
Penny Sobonya 
Daughter 
Karen Bell 
Ashton Walden 
Tom Brewer 
Phil Lucas 
Chris Littlefield 
Whitney Stennett 
 

MEMBERS’ FRIENDS 
Janice DeVore 
Bernie Edmunds 
Jason Shirley 
Carolina Martin 
Jennifer Martin 
Charlie Barron 
Ted Green 
Kyrsten Spurrier 
John-Mark Scruggs 
Dee Dee Setzler 
Rebecca Hall 
Valerie Hazlett 
 

MILITARY 
Sgt. Jack Boyd - Army 
Sean Cornelsen - Army National 
Guard 
Christian Furman - Army 
Audrey Garver - Army 
Ethan Garver - Army 
Randall Geddings 
Joshua Goff - Marines 
Kos Kerhoulas - Navy 
Mackenzie Latham - Air Force 
Braeden McDonald - Army 
Will Peeler - Army National Guard 
Banner Peksa - Army 
 

COLLEGE STUDENTS 
Anderson University: 
Luke Godwin and Eric Philcox 
 

Citadel: 
Olivia Murray and Owen  
Whittington 

COLLEGE STUDENTS Cont’d 
Clemson: 
Adam Prince, Bentley Setzler, 
Brady Wilson, Caroline Addis, 
Charlee Layland, Chloe Ison, 
Dawson Hudson, Ellie  
Whittington, Emma Arnold, 
Jackson Hamm, Jake Moore, 
Josh Godwin, Julia Creswell, 
Lexi Layland, Liam Tompkins, 
Lily Lambert, Liza Justesen, 
Mary Peden Light, Matthew  
Dalton, and Thomas Goff 
 

Erskine College:  
Hampton Ashley 
 

Guilford College:  
Jillian Mapes 
 

Hunter College: 
Kynslea Philcox 
 

Kenneth Shuler: 
Rylee McManus 
 

Lander: 
Evan Lawrence, Kylie Camp, 
Meghan Philcox, and Rhianna 
Philcox 
 

MUSC Charleston: 
Wyatt Prince 
 

Mississippi State University: 
Walker Self 
 

Piedmont Technical College: 
McCutchen Geoly and Savannah 
Mallon 
 

Presbyterian College: 
Beatty Murray and Noah Perrin 
 

Southern Wesley University: 
Cameron Addis 
 

University of Georgia: 
Haley McLaughlin and Kathryn 
Goff 
 

University of South Carolina: 
Caroline Bell and Grace Lollis 
 

University of Tennessee 
Trevor Brewington 
 

Wofford College 
Hannah Crooks 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 

1 
7:00 Men’s Bible Study 
6:00 Teen Journey 
6:00 Women on My Journey AA 

2 
6:30 Men’s Bible Study 
5:30 Jump Rope Team  
practice in WGH 
6:30 Chancel Choir Practice 

3 
5:30 Al-Anon Meeting 
5:30 Girl Scouts using WGH, 
kitchen, children’s church 
room, picnic area, and  
playground 
5:30 West Side AA 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
6:00 Greenwood Hope and  
Healing AFG Al-Anon Meeting 

7 
Church Office and Kids’ World 
are closed 
5:30 West Side AA 

8 
7:00 Men’s Bible Study 
6:00 Teen Journey 
6:00 Women on My Journey AA 

9 
6:30 Men’s Bible Study 
5:30 Jump Rope Team  
practice in WGH 
6:30 Band Rehearsal 
6:30 Chancel Choir Practice 

10 
9:30 Founders Hall in use 
12:00 Founders Hall in use - 
Kids’ World 
5:30 Al-Anon Meeting 
5:30 West Side AA 

11 
7:00 Founders Hall in use - 
Kids’ World 

12 
 

13 
4:30 KREW 
6:00 Greenwood Hope and  
Healing AFG Al-Anon Meeting 
6:15 EPIC 
8:00 HSX 

14 
Information is due for church 
newsletter 
10:00 Kairos - McCormick  
arriving to stay at RSC 
5:30 West Side AA 

15 
Kairos - McCormick staying at 
RSC 
7:00 Men’s Bible Study 
6:00 Teen Journey 
6:00 Women on My Journey AA 

16 
Kairos - McCormick staying at 
RSC 
6:30 Men’s Bible Study 
5:30 Jump Rope Team  
practice in WGH 
6:30 Band Rehearsal 
6:30 Chancel Choir Practice 

17 
Kairos - McCormick staying at 
RSC 
5:30 Al-Anon Meeting 
5:30 Girl Scouts using  
Founders Hall 
5:30 West Side AA 

18 
12:00 Kairos - McCormick 
leaving RSC 

19 
 

20 
12:45 Finance Committee  
meeting 
1:00 Founders Hall is in use 
2:00 Church Council meeting 
4:30 KREW 
6:00 Greenwood Hope and  
Healing AFG Al-Anon Meeting 
6:15 EPIC 
8:00 HSX 

21 
5:30 West Side AA 

22 
7:00 Men’s Bible Study 
6:00 Teen Journey 
6:00 Women on My Journey AA 

23 
6:30 Men’s Bible Study 
5:30 Jump Rope Team  
practice in WGH 
6:30 Band Rehearsal 
6:30 Chancel Choir Practice 
 

24 
5:30 Al-Anon Meeting 
5:30 West Side AA 

25 
6:30 Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
12:00 RSC in use - Kids’ World 

26 
Kids’ World using RSC until 
9:00 PM 

27 
1:00 Pumpkin unloading 
6:00 Greenwood Hope and  
Healing AFG Al-Anon Meeting 

28 
8:00 Kairos - Leath arriving to 
stay at RSC 
5:30 West Side AA 

29 
Kairos - Leath staying at RSC 
7:00 Men’s Bible Study 
6:00 Teen Journey 
6:00 Women on My Journey AA 

30 
Kairos - Leath staying at RSC 
6:30 Men’s Bible Study 
5:30 Jump Rope Team  
practice in WGH 
6:30 Band Rehearsal 
6:30 Chancel Choir Practice 

 
 

 
 

Worship Services are: 
Bypass Campus:8:45 am & 
11:00 am 
Rivers Street Campus: 8:45 am 
& 11:15 am 
Sunday School 10:00 am 


